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Undocumented Students
Undocumented immigrants are foreign nationals who: 1) entered the United States without authorization; or 2) entered 
legally but remained in the United States without authorization.  However, undocumented youth and students usually have 
no role in the decision to come to this country. They are usually brought to this country by their parents or relatives, and for 
many, they have spent many more years in the United States than in their country of origin. The United States Census Bureau 
estimates that in the year 2000, ap- proximately 2.5 million undocumented youth under the age of eighteen were living in 
the United States. Furthermore, approximately 65,000 undocumented students graduate from U.S. high schools each year. 
Of this number, roughly 40 percent, or 26,000, undocumented youth reside in the state of California.  Many undocumented 
students are honor students, athletes, student leaders, and aspiring professionals. But because of their immigration status, the 
majority of these young people are unable to access higher education and even if they do, they are not legally able to obtain 
employment upon graduation. 
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  National Immigration Law Center (http://www.nilc.org)
  Most of the Federal and State DREAM Act information was obtained from the National Immigration Law Center web site and “The College 			
  and Financial Aid Guide for : AB540 Undocumented Immigrant Students” developed by the USC Center for Higher Education Policy Analysis. 
  “DREAM Act: Basic Information, February 2007” produced by the National Immigration Law Center 
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Once a qualifying student graduates from a U.S. high school, he or she would be allowed to apply for conditional status 
that would authorize up to six years of legal residence. During this time period, the student would be required to graduate 
from a two-year college, complete at least two years toward a four-year degree, or serve in the United States military for 
at least two years. Permanent residence would be granted at the end of the six-year period if the student has met these 
requirements and has continued to maintain good moral character. 

The DREAM Act would also eliminate a federal provision that discourages states from providing in-state 
tuition to undocumented students, “thus restoring full authority to the states to determine state college and 
university fees.” 
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California DREAM Act (SB 65)
Senator Gilbert Cedillo authored the California Dream Act (SB 65). This proposed state legislation requests that the 
University of California system, and requires that the California State Universities and California Community Colleges, 
establish procedures that permit students who are exempt from paying nonresident tuition (under AB 540) to participate in 
all financial aid programs administered by the State of California to the fullest extent consistent with federal law. 

The California State University Board of Trustees, the University of California Regents, and the California Community College 
Board of Governors all support the California DREAM Act.
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	           is a recent graduate from a University of 
California school. Her passion is in the creation of documentary 
films, which she hopes to incorporate in her professional career. 
Tam plans on applying to PhD programs so that one day she can 
teach at the college level. Along with teaching, her dream is to 
establish a nonprofit organization that assists undocumented 
youth in the development of oral histories. Tam is twenty-four 
years old. Tam recently arrived from Washington DC, where she 
provided her testimony to the United States Congress.

Tam



		     is a full-time student attending a Southern 
California Community College. In 1989, Carla immigrated with her 
family to the United States from Guerrero, Mexico. Carla believes 
that education will enable her to assist her family and community. 
She hopes to finish her bachelor’s degree at a California State 
University in business with a minor in journalism. Carla is 
nineteen years old.

Carla

			      is a second-year student at a 
University of California institution majoring in psychology and 
Spanish.  After graduation, she hopes to conduct research in 
biotechnology.  Amarah is the oldest of four siblings, all of whom 
are United States citizens.  She was born in Pakistan and came to 
the United States when she was only six months old.

Amarah



		             is a high school junior originally from 
Romania. She enjoys studying math.  She not only likes working 
with numbers but also believes it is important to solve problems, 
both in the classroom and in everyday life.  Bianca’s dream is 
to enter the medical field, with particular interest in pediatrics. 
She loves working with kids, volunteering, and giving back to her 
community. 

Bianca



			        graduated from a California State 
University on May 19, 2007.  He received his degree in Spanish 
literature with a minor in marketing.  Eduardo immigrated alone 
to the United States.  He has been separated from his mother since 
1998.  Eduardo will complete his undergraduate degree this year, 
and his dream is to one day attend graduate school.  Eduardo 
believes that many people can relate to his personal testimony of 
coming to the United States due to impoverished conditions in his 
homeland and his experience of being separated from loved ones.  
Eduardo is twenty-five years old.

Eduardo

		        is originally from Mexico and is now a 
senior at a Los Angeles high school. His life goal is to become an 
attorney so that he can assist immigrants with their legal concerns.  
In addition, he hopes to one day enter politics so that he can help 
shape legislation relating to undocumented immigrants. Edson 
is eighteen years old and will attend a University of California 
institution next fall.

Edson



				     was born in the Philippines 
and immigrated to the United States with her parents when she 
was three years old.  Stephanie is a junior at a University of 
California institution majoring in English (creative writing).  As an 
AB 540 student, she is forced to take up to a year off from school 
in order to work.  The money that she earns working two or three 
minimum-wage jobs helps her to pay off tuition for one academic 
term.  Stephanie dreams to one day become a copy editor for a 
major newspaper.

Stephanie



		       is completing her associate of arts degree 
from a Southern California Community College and has been 
accepted to a University of California institution. She is hoping to 
attend in the fall so long as she is able to obtain financial support.  
Paola’s dream is to perform professionally (theatre) while at the 
same time engaging closely with community arts programs.  Her 
commitment to the arts was first sparked as a youth struggling to 
find adequate outlets for her artistic expression.  Paola grew up 
in an agricultural community of California’s Central Valley.  She 
came to the United States from Mexico when she was four years 
old.

Paola



		             is a fifth-year student at a University of 
California institution majoring in psychology. She hopes to attend 
pharmacy or medical school in the near future. Urmee believes it 
is important to share her testimony and convey the financial and 
emotional battles she constantly undergoes in her pursuit of a 
higher education. Urmee is from Bangladesh and she is twenty-
one years old.

Urmee

		           graduated in June 2007 from a 
University of California institution.  He received his degree in both 
sociology and Chicano/a studies.  Hector will pursue postgraduate 
studies either in law school or in a PhD program.  He hopes to 
utilize either of those avenues to defend and promote human 
rights.  Hector is active in the statewide campaign to ratify the 
California DREAM Act.

Hector



			     came to the United States from 
Mexico in 1993 when she was seven years old. Her family 
immigrated in search of a more stable environment, especially for 
her brother Francisco who has cerebral palsy. Carmen is a second-
year student at a Southern California Community College and will 
transfer to a University of California institution in the fall of 2008.  
Carmen plans to obtain her degree in English and/or Chicano 
studies.  Her dream is to attend law school.  Carmen hopes her 
testimony will serve as a doorway for further discussion.

Carmen



			   is a second-year student at a 
University of California institution majoring in both Chicano 
studies and political science. In 1996, Ernesto, along with his 
mother and two brothers, immigrated to the United States to 
reunite with his three sisters. He is a first-generation college 
student raised by a single mother. Ernesto plans to attend law 
school and his ultimate dream is to serve his community as a 
member of the California State Assembly.

Ernesto



  “DREAM Act: Basic Information, February 2007” produced by the National Immigration Law Center6

CONCLUSION
Support for the DREAM Act has increased since its introduction to Congress in 2001. According to the National Immigration 
Law Center, “the DREAM Act has a better chance of enactment this year than it has ever had. It continues to attract 
bipartisan support and now for the first time also enjoys the strong backing of the House and Senate leadership and all of 
the relevant committee chairs.”   6
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